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REPORT. 


To  the  Governor  of  California: 

Sir:  The  following  report  of  the  Commissioners  to  Manage  the 
Yosemite  Valley  and  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove,  for  the  years  1891  and 
1892,  is  respectfully  submitted,  as  required  by  law. 

The  Board  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the  valley,  June  3,  1891. 

Present:  Governor  Markham  and  Commissioners  Madden,  Chapman, 
O’Brien,  Eastland,  Kidder,  and  Irish.  Absent:  Commissioners  Pixley 
and  Taber.  Galen  Clark,  Guardian  of  the  Valley,  was  present  as  the 
adminstrative  officer  of  the  Board. 

The  work  of  the  preceding  year  was  reported  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. During  that  year  the  Big  Tree  Grove  was  resurveyed,  its  lines 
and  corners  established  by  new  witness  trees  and  rocks,  and  marked 
by  permanent  cairns  and  monuments.  Concurrently  a partial  survey 
of  the  grove’s  topography  was  effected  and  a map  thereof  made  locat- 
ing by  actual  measurement  the  principal  Sequoias,  and  placing  entire 
the  various  groups  which  make  up  the  grove.  These  maps  are  dis- 
played in  the  office  of  the  Commission,  and  they  suggest  the  need  of 
a thorough  topographical  survey  of  the  Yosemite  Valley,  locating  its 
groves,  springs,  streams,  meadows,  waterfalls,  summits,  and  other  great 
natural  objects,  and  also  the  roads,  trails,  and  permanent  buildings. 

The  world  will  never  cease  to  wonder  at  the  majesty  and  grandeur 
of  this  scenery,  and  the  publication  of  an  accurate  map  will  materially 
assist  visitors  and  enlarge  their  satisfaction  while  sojourning  in  the 
valley. 

The  enlargement  of  the  water  service  in  the  valley  was  begun  by 
extending  a pipe-line  from  the  Stoneman  House  to  the  Yosemite  Falls 
Hotel,  with  branches  to  the  Guardian’s  office  and  the  State  stables. 
Along  this  line  standing  hydrants  were  arranged  in  order  to  supply 
water  for  sprinkling  the  roads,  whenever  the  funds  of  the  Commission 
will  permit  that  desirable  addition  to  the  comfort  of  a visit  to  the 
valley. 

A new  trail  was  built  to  Cloud’s  Rest  from  the  floor  of  the  Little 
Yosemite  Valley,  shortening  the  trip  to  that  loftiest  of  the  group  of 
summits,  and  making  it  accessible  to  many  who  were  deterred  by  the 
length  and  fatigue  of  the  trip  by  the  old  trail. 

The  winter  inflicted  much  damage  upon  the  trails  and  structures  of 
the  valley.  The  total  snowfall  was  twenty-five  feet  in  depth  upon  the 
floor  of  the  valley.  Avalanches  down  the  cliffs  effaced  portions  of  the 
trails  and  destroyed  trees.  One  of  the  iron  bridges  fell  into  the  Merced 
under  the  weight  of  snow  and  ice,  and  the  State  was  put  to  much 
expense  in  clearing  the  roofs  of  buildings  to  prevent  their  collapse 
from  the  same  cause.  In  spite  of  all  precautions,  night  storms  seriously 
weighted  the  Stoneman  House  roof,  and  its  sills  and  frame  were 
damaged,  making  necessary  very  comprehensive  repairs  of  the  entire 
building. 
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facilities,  nor  in  furnishing  provender  for  the  animals  of  tourists;  the 
main  road  up  the  middle  of  the  valley  has  been  closed;  and  that  the 
uninclosed  portion  of  the  valley  is  pastured  by  the  stock  of  the  stable 
and  transportation  men,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the  animals  of  the 
tourists  or  visitors;  that  these  acts  of  spoliation  and  trespass  have  been 
permitted  for  a number  of  years,  and  seem  to  have  become  a part  of  the 
settled  policy  of  the  management. 

“The  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  California  from  1885  to  1888 
recommend  the  cultivation  and  seeding  of  1,000  acres  of  the  floor  of  the 
valley  with  grass  and  hay,  and  the  seeding  of  the  ‘ valley  from  wall  to 
wall  with  useful  grasses  ’ for  the  ‘ augmentation  of  the  revenue  of  the 
State.’  There  are  1,141.56  acres  on  the  floor  of  the  valley,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  from  600  to  800  acres  have  already  been  fenced  and  put  to 
grass  and  grain. 

“ Had  it  not  been  intended  to  preserve  this  beautiful  valley  in  its 
primitive  beauty,  then  it  should  have  been  given  for  homesteads. 
When  the  State  of  California  accepted  the  grant,  the  Yosemite  was 
already  famous  for  its  most  wonderful  scenery.  The  purpose  of  Con- 
gress undoubtedly  was  to  place  it  under  the  guardianship  of  the  State, 
as  the  best  means  to  secure  the  perpetuation  of  its  natural  beauty  and 
attractiveness.  The  authority  conferred  by  the  grant  to  lease  certain 
portions  for  terms  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  to 
beneficial  improvements,  was  evidently  intended  to  apply  only  to  such 
portions  as  should  be  necessary  for  appropriate  buildings  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  tourists  and  visitors,  without  marring  the  natural  features 
of  the  valley.  It  was  not  contemplated  that  the  valley  should  be 
turned  into  a farm  or  stock  ranch.  The  rents  were  to  be  merely  an 
incident  to  the  main  purpose  of  preserving  the  park.  If  this  be  the 
true  construction,  the  statute  has  been  misinterpreted  by  the  manage- 
ment. By  resolution  of  the  Senate,  this  inquiry  was  to  be  continued, 
but  still  no  appropriations  being  made  and  correspondence  having  been 
exhausted  upon  the  subject,  but  little  has  been  added  to  the  facts  here- 
tofore obtained. 

“ The  matters  presented  are  of  such  great  importance  that  they  call 
for  further  examination  than  can  be  made  without  an  appropriation, 
and  it  is  recommended  that  a committee,  with  adequate  means  and 
power,  be  authorized  to  make  further  investigation  and  report.” 

The  Governor,  upon  reading  these  statements,  addressed  to  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  the  following  communication: 

To  the  honorable  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  say  that  the  statutes  of  California  provide  that  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  the  members  constituting  the  Board  to  Manage  the  Y osemite  Valley  in  this 
State;  that  the  members  so  appointed  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  with- 
out compensation,  and  with  a verv  moderate  sum  as  the  limit  of  their  necessary  travel- 
ing and  other  expenses;  that  the  Governor  is  ex  officio  President  of  the  Board,  and  is  by 
law  expected  to  perform  his  full  share  of  official  duties,  and  is  held  equally  responsible 
with  the  other  members  for  the  acts  of  the  Commission.  He  is  also  expected  to  advise 
with  the  other  members  of  the  Board  and  discuss  with  them  all  questions  pertaining  to 
the  V alley  and  all  business  to  be  transacted  by  the  Board.  At  the  time  I became  Governor, 
Januarv  9, 1891,  the  Commission  consisted  of  the  following  named  gentlemen:  Joseph 
G.  Eastland,  F.  M.  Pixley,  John  P.  Irish,  T.  P.  Madden,  M.  H.  Hecht,  J.  H.  O’Brien,  E.  \Y. 
Chapman,  and  I.  IV.  Taber.  I have  appointed  but  one  member,  John  F.  Kidder,  Esq.,  to 
succeed  M.  H.  Hecht.  Consequently,  I am  not  to  be  credited  or  charged  with  anything, 
prior  to  my  incumbency,  whether  beneficial  or  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  valley. 
In  other  words,  I am  in  position  to  express  to  you  my  views  without  prejudice,  and  with 
your  permission,  will  do  so  as  briefly  as  possible. 

Mv  attention  has  been  called  to  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  upon  this  subject,  to  be  found  on  pages  142  and  143.  I feel  it  my  duty  as 
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The  Senate  seems  to  have  paid  no  further  attention  to  the  Secretary’s 
request  for  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  cost  of  an  investigation.  The 
Interior  Department  has  had  more  than  one  special  agent  in  the  valley 
during  the  past  year,  but  we  have  no  information  as  to  their  findings. 
It  is  known  that  they  came  in  contact  only  with  parties  who  have 
attained  for  themselves  heretofore  a bad  eminence  as  authors  of  charges 
against  this  Board,  which  they  failed  to  establish  when  investigated  by 
the  California  Legislature. 

Since  the  annual  meeting  in  June,  1892,  the  repainting  of  the  Stone- 
man  House  has  been  nearly  completed,  and  the  work  of  clearing  away 
the  disused  and  unsightly  buildings  has  been  prosecuted. 

The  slaughtering  of  sheep  and  cattle  in  the  valley,  always  an  offensive 
necessity,  has  been  discontinued,  and  a supply  from  the  outside  has 
been  arranged  by  furnishing  a market  house  in  which  it  may  be  stored 
and  sold.  This  has  released  El  Capitan  meadows,  necessarily  surren- 
dered heretofore  for  pasture  for  fat  stock  brought  in  for  slaughter,  and 
they  are  now  opened  to  public  use.  The  slaughter  house  has  been 
removed,  and  campers  will  hereafter  share  with  tourists  and  the  few 
residents  of  the  valley  a meat  supply  that  will  neither  mar  the  valley 
nor  bar  the  public  from  any  of  its  enjoyments. 

The  clearing  of  underbrush  has  been  effectually  continued,  and  a 
large  space  has  been  added  to  that  which  was  treated  in  the  preceding 
year.  Through  long  neglect  this  work  has  become  very  costly,  and  has 
to  be  prosecuted  with  great  care,  in  the  exercise  of  judgment,  so  that 
the  landscape  is  beautified  and  not  marred  and  no  damage  is  inflicted 
upon  the  standing  trees  and  the  shrubs  which,  by  flower  or  foliage,  con- 
tribute to  the  charms  of  the  place. 

The  Merced  River  has  already  destroyed  many  fine  trees  by  erratic 
changes  in  its  channel.  The  Executive  Committee,  during  this  year, 
has  interfered  to  save  some  of  these,  wrhich  otherwise  would  have  fallen 
in  a few  months.  Such  preservation  of  individual  trees,  however  neces- 
sary to  the  beauty  of  the  banks  of  the  stream,  cannot  be  adopted  as  a 
regular  policy,  because  it  would  be  futile.  As  heretofore  suggested  in 
preceding  reports,  this  Commission  should  be  given  means  to  effectively 
control  the  river,  by  confining  it  to  its  present  channel.  This  result  is 
by  no  means  beyond  the  resources  of  engineering  science  and  practical 
construction.  When  it  is  once  accomplished,  intelligent  care  will  curb 
the  stream  in  floodtime  and  preserve  the  groves  and  meadows  from  the 
daniage  "which  it  now  inflicts  at  will.  When  the  modern  underbrush  is 
cleared,  the  use  of  a'  brush  scythe  will  prevent  renewal  of  the  thickets, 
and  then  the  great  valley  will  be  delivered  from  the  two  capital  dangers 
of  fire  and  water  which  have  heretofore  menaced  it.  , 

During  the  current  year  guard  rails  of  iron  have  been  l|uilt  at  various 
points  of  high  outlook  from  the  trails  and  summits,  which  assure  the 
tourist  of  perfect  safety  at  points  of  view  from  which  the  great  glories  of 
the  region  may  be  seen. 

There  are  now  over  20  miles  of  carriage  road  in  the  valley,  requiring 
six  bridges  over  the  Merced  and  other  streams,  and  twelve  planked 
culverts.  This  does  not  include  the  cliff  roads  out  of  the  valley,  used  by 
the  stages  from  the  floor  to  the  grant  line,  which  are  subject  to  the  same 
vicissitudes  as  the  trails,  and  suffer  from  snowslides,  avalanches,  and 
the  wash  of  mountain  storms.  < 

There  are  24  miles  of  trails  for  saddle  animals.  These  trails  are  built 
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in  the  nearly  perpendicular  sides  of  the  valley,  and  by  them  various 
altitudes  are  reached  as  high  as  10,000  feet.  They  are  marvels  of  skill 
and  safety  and  rank  first  among  the  mountain  trails  of  the  world. 
The  variety  of  scenery  in  sight  from  these  lofty  zigzags  excels  any  upon 
the  alpine  trails  of  Switzerland.  To  traverse  them  is  an  exhilarating 
experience  that  to  a large  majority  of  tourists  is  remembered  as  an 
actual  adventure,  requiring  nerve  and  endurance.  By  reason  of  their 
location  they  need  and  have  constant  oversight  and  attention,  and  in 
many  places  are  so  exposed  to  storms  and  slides  as  to  make  permanent 
structures  impossible,  since  no  artificial  work,  no  matter  how  massive, 
can  resist  the  destructive  forces  of  nature  which  sport  on  these  heights. 
To  permit  them  to  fall  out  of  repair  and  be  disused  would  be  to  take 
away  one  of  the  great  charms  of  a visit  to  the  valley. 

The  restoration  of  Mirror  Lake  and  its  enlargement  by  a low  dam 
added  greatly  to  that  remarkable  and  unique  feature  of  the  valley.  The 
unavoidable  deposit  of  detritus  was  materially  arrested  and  the  shoaling 
progress  made  much  slower.  The  addition  of  a gate  to  the  dam,  so  as 
to  permit  ground  sluicing,  and  at  proper  periods  move  the  detritus  on 
down  the  stream,  will  give  absolute  protection  and  permanence  to  the 
lake. 

The  roads  in  the  Big  Tree  Grove  have  been  extended  this  year  so 
that  every  tree  but  one  is  inclosed  by  a good,  wide  roadway.  This 
work  has  been  costly,  but  it  has  furnished  the  most  effective  safeguard 
against  fire. 

The  Commission  should  now  be  provided  with  means  to  extend  the 
clearing  of  the  whole  Big  Tree  grant  of  useless  underbrush,  fallen  trees 
and  limbs,  and  the  property  may  then  be  considered  safe  and  brought 
to  its  highest  spectacular  purpose.  As  heretofore  noted,  since  the 
surface  under  the  Big  Trees  has  been  cleared  down  to  the  soil,  beneath 
each  has  sprung  a nursery  of  Sequoias,  which  are  stoutly  growing  in 
vast  numbers.  The  Commission  has  encouraged  the  transplanting  of 
these  whenever  requested  in  our  own  State,  and  they  have  been  sent  to 
the  Jardin  des  Plantes,  Paris,  to  England,  and  to  other  parts  of  Europe. 
Wherever  they  grow  they  are  a reminder  to  recall  to  the  traveler  the 
noble  forests  and  enchanting  mountains  of  California. 

The  costly  repairs  and  repainting  of  the  Stoneman  House,  the  water 
service  made  imperatively  necessary,  the  removal  of  decayed  structures 
and  building  of  such  new  ones  as  were  required,  for  the  proper  admin- 
istration of  the  valley,  and  the  clearing  and  road  making  in  the 
valley  and  grove  as  a protection  against  fire,  have  nearly  exhausted 
the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission. 

To  prosecute  the  work  of  clearing  in  the  valley  and  grove,  to  main- 
tain the  roads  and  trails;  to  put  the  Yosemite  Falls  Hotel  in  condition 
to  properly  care  for  its  share  of  travel;  to  adequately  equip  the  Glacier 
Point  Hotel  and  the  Casa  Nevada;  to  extend  the  telephone  and  give  a 
proper  water  service  to  the  latter;  to  open  out  and  properly  improve  the 
Happy  Isles  in  the  Merced  River,  an^.  to  apply  conseryative  engineering 
to  that  stream  for  the  protection  of  its  banks,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  floor  of  the  valley  from  its  destructive  overflow,  and  to  put  both 
grants  in  such  a condition  that  to  maintain  them  unimpaired  will  there- 
after impose  but  a slight  burden  upon  the  public  treasury,  will  require 
• the  expenditure  of  at  least  $100,000,  the  appropriation  of  which  we 
recommend  to  the  Legislature. 
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A committee  of  the  Board  is  now  considering  the  introduction  of  elec- 
tric lights  into  the  valley,  the  dynamos  to  be  run  by  the  ample  hydraulic 
power  furnished  by  the  various  waterfalls.  This  will  add  greatly  to  the 
attractions,  as  it  has  to  those  of  Niagara  Falls,  where  electric  light  is  in 
nightly  use  during  the  season. 

Electric  lights  on  the  Yosemite  trails  and  summits  would  enable  effects 
unrivaled  in  their  awe-inspiring  beauty,  and  serve  to  carry  the  fame  of 
the  valley  farther  than  ever.  Electric  lights  will  increase  also  the  safety 
of  the  buildings. 

It  is  believed  that  out  of  the  appropriation  named  a proper  electric 
plant  can  be  placed  in  the  vallfey,  and  when  placed  its  cost  will  be  only 
that  of  oversight  and  repair  of  fixtures. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  financial  statement,  there  remain  in  the  several 
funds  for  use  in  the  valley  and  grove  on  December  1,  1892,  balances  as 
follows: 

Appropriation  for  care  of  the  Yosemite  Valley— December  1st $3,673  76 

Appropriation  for  care  of  the  Big  Tree  Grove— December  1st,  balance 523  00 

Yosemite  Fund— December  1st,  balance 597  09 

Total .. $4,793  85 

Against  these  balances  there  were  pending  at  the  same  date  unsettled 
demands  and  accounts  amounting  to  $4,270  99,  leaving  a balance  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Commission  of  $522  86. 

The  income  of  the  Yosemite  Fund  between  January  1st  and  June  30th, 
1893,  will  approximate  $1,650,  making  the  total  available  funds  of  the 
Commission  on  December  1st  $2,172  86,  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  forty-fifth  fiscal 
year  the  Commission  will  probably  be  without  funds,  except  such  as  may 
be  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  for  the  coming  biennium. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  the  report  of  Professor  Lowe  and  his 
committee  on  electricity,  the  financial  statement,  the  statutory  history 
■of  the  grants,  and  the  laws  and  regulations  governing  the  Board  of 
-Commissioners. 
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To  the  President  and  Board  of  Yosemite  Valley  and  Big  Tree  Grove  Com- 
missioners : 

The  committee  appointed  at  your  last  meeting  to  inquire  into  the 
feasibility  and  cost  of  electric  lighting  the  Stoneman  House  and  other 
hotels  and  points  in  the  Yosemite  Valley,  reports  that  the  Chairman 
has  investigated  the  latest  methods  now  in  use  for  producing  electric 
currents,  with  the  following  conclusions: 

For  the  illumination  of  the  hotel  and  grounds,  together  with  a search 
light  for  some  prominent  point  in  the  valley,  Glacier  Point  preferred, 
estimate  of  cost  is  as  follows,  not  including  freight: 

■ To  pipe  water  from  the  stream  at  the  foot  of  Vernal  Falls,  and  con- 
duct the  same  through  a steel  pressure-pipe  about  one  mile,  obtaining 
approximately  a pressure  head  of  four  hundred  feet,  at  which  point  a 
Pelton  waterwheel  may  be  operated  coupled  direct  to  an  alternating  gen- 
erator, delivering  a current  of  two  thousand  volts  pressure,  which  can  be 
transmitted  to  the  hotel,  and  from  there  transformed  to  such  pressure  as 
desired,  and  employed  to  operate  both  arc  and  incandescent  lights.  I 
have  estimated  about  150  sixteen  candle-power  incandescent  lamps,  and 
four  arc  lamps  for  outside  illumination.  The  same  current  may  be 
continued  on  to  Glacier  Point,  where  a motor  transformer  may  be 
employed  to  supply  the  necessary  current  for  a search  light  and  other 
lights  needed.  This  method  would  be  less  complicated,  and  therefore 
require  no  especially  skilled  attention. 

Following  is  a summary  of  equipments  required,  and  an  estimate  of 
cost  for  the  entire  plant  completed  and  placed  in  operation: 


One  mile  of  high  pressure  steel  pipe,  7 inches  in  diameter $4,000  00 

One  75  horse-power  Pelton  waterwheel 350  00 

One  60-Kilowatt  alternating  current  generator 2,100  00 

Station  apparatus 200  00 

Copper  conductors  to  the  hotel  and  Glacier  Point,  including  cross  arms  and 

insulators  for  same * 500  00 

Transformers  at  hotel 825  00 

One  hundred  and  fifty  16  candle-power  incandescent  lamps  installed  in  hotel.  550  00 

Four  2,000  candle-power  arc  lamps  for  hotel  grounds 175  00 

Search  light  at  Glacier  Point,  with  all  equipments  for  same,  including  motor 

. generator 1,500  00 

Freight,  cartage,  and  extras  to  the  terminus  of  railroad,  I estimate  at 500  00 

Cost  of  installing 2,000  00 


Total  cost  of  plant  complete $12,700  00 


I think  the  above  equipment  can  be  set  up  and  put  into  operation  in 
thirty  days  after  the  machinery  is  delivered  into  the  valley.  The 
search  light  would  he  novel  and  exceedingly  attractive.  When  operated 
from  Glacier  Point  it  could  be  made  to  illuminate,  in  various  colors, 
the  Yosemite  Falls,  Vernal  and  Nevada  Falls,  Mount  Starr  King,  Cloud’s 
Rest,  and  the  various  domes  and  cliffs;  and  could  be  used  to  illuminate 
a fountain  at  night  with  its  various  rainbow  colors,  and  to  produce 
most  novel  night  effects  in  Mirror  Lake.  During  the  day  the  same  cur- 
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rent  could  be  used  for  driving  any  machinery  that  might  be  necessary 
to  use  in  the  valley,  and  for  drilling,  cutting,  and  handling  stone  for  any 
building  purposes.  The  water  could  also  be  used,  after  passing  the 
wheel,  by  the  State  Fish  Commission,  if  it  was  so  desired,  for  fish 
hatching,  which  would  be  another  exceedingly  attractive  feature  to 
visitors  in  the  valley. 

The  use  of  electric  lights  in  the  hotel  would  also  do  away  with  the 
handling  of  dangerous  oils  for  lighting,  and  would  be  much  more 
agreeable  to  the  guests  of  the  house;  and  the  lighting  up  of  the  grounds 
would  tend  greatly  to  increase  the  enjoyment  of  the  tourists. 

In  a general  way,  the  introduction  of  these  improvements  would  be 
only  keeping  up  with  the  times,  and  what  would  naturally  be  expected 
in  a locality  visited  by  so  many  people  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

T.  S.  C.  LOWE,  Chairman. 

JOHN  P.  IRISH. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS. 


STATEMENT 

Showing  condition  of  appropriation  for  Care  of  Yosemite  Valley  for  the  forty-third  fiscal  year. 


Appropriation l- $10,000  00 

1891—  Sept.  1— Drawn  on  July  vouchers $526  49 

Oct.  8 — Drawn  on  August  vouchers 1,362  35 

Nov.  4 — Drawn  on  September  vouchers 4,92128 

Dec.  7— Drawn  on  October  vouchers 1,437  71 

Dec.  29 — Drawn  on  November  vouchers 1,466  45 

1892—  Mar.  2— Drawn  on  December  vouchers 166  00 

Mar.  2— Drawn  on  January  vouchers 62  87 

Mar.  25 — Drawn  on  February  vouchers 21  12 

Apr.  27 — Drawn  on  March  vouchers 35  73 


$10,000  00  $10,000  00 


STATEMENT 

Showing  condition  of  appropriation  for  Care  of  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove  for  the  forty-third 
fiscal  year. 


Appropriation I— I ^—---4-,—- $2,500  00 

1891—  Oct.  29— Drawn  on  September  vouchers $357  26 

Dec.  7— Drawn  on  October  vouchers 1,901  04 

Dec.  29 — Drawn  on  November  vouchers 163  35 

1892 —  Aug.  23 — Drawn  on  June  vouchers 15  00 

Balance — — 63  35 


$2,500  00  $2,500  00 

STATEMENT 

Showing  condition  of  appropriation  for  Traveling  Expenses  for  the  forty-third  fiscal  year. 
Appropriation $1,500  00 

1891—  (Jet.  8— Drawn  on  August  vouchers $50  00 

1892—  June  22— Drawn  on  June  vouchers 1,225  00 

Aug.  13 — Drawn  on  June  vouchers 160  00 

Aug.  23 — Drawn  on  June  vouchers 50  00 

Balance 15  00 


$1,500  00  $1,500  00 

STATEMENT 

Showing  condition  of  Yosemite  Fund  for  the  forty-third  fiscal  year. 

1891—  July  1— By  balance $1,327  04 

July  7— By  payment 341  75 

Aug.  5— By  payment 258 

Sept.  7— By  payment 256 

Oct.  9— By  payment 459 

Nov.  9— By  payment 13 

Dec.  7— By  payment 7 00 

1892—  Jan.  19— By  payment 300  00 

Mar.  17— By  payment 425  95 

May  4— By  payment 305  25 

June  7— By  payment 407  50 

1891—  July  23 — Drawn  on  June  vouchers $496  25 

Sept.  1— Drawn  on  July  vouchers 186  50 

Oct.  8— Drawn  on  August  vouchers 516  00 

Dec.  7 — Drawn  on  voucher  63 28  00 

Dec.  29 — Drawn  on  November  vouchers 666  48 

1892—  Feb.  10— Drawn  on  December  vouchers 828  48 

Mar.  2 — Drawn  on  January  vouchers 155  35 

Mar.  25 — Drawn  on  February  vouchers 156  10 

Apr.  27 — Drawn  on  March  Vouchers 304  70 

May  14 — Drawn  on  remainder  of  voucher  128 21  12 

June  10— Drawn  on  April  vouchers 549  10 

Balance 193  79 


$4,101  87  $4,101  87 
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STATEMENT 


Showing  condition  of  appropriation  for  Care  of  the  Yosemite  Valley  for  the  forty-fourth 
fiscal  year. 


Appropriation 

1892— Aug.  23 — Drawn  on  July  vouchers 

Sept.  27— Drawn  on  August  vouchers 

Nov.  3 — Drawn  on  September  vouchers. 

Drawn  on  October  vouchers 

Balance  


841  21 
953  20 
1,512  52 
3,019  31 
3,673  76 


$10,000  00 


$10,000  00  $10,000  00 


STATEMENT 

Showing  condition  of  appropriation  for  Care  of  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove  for  the  forty-fourth 
fiscal  year. 

Appropriation _ $2,500  00 

1892— Drawn  on  October  vouchers $1,977  00 

Balance 523  00 


$2,500  00  $2,500  00 


STATEMENT 

Showing  condition  of  appropriation  for  Traveling  Expenses  for  the  forty -fourth  fiscal  year. 

Appropriation.  ^ $1,500  00 

1892— Nov.  3— Drawn  on  September  vouchers $45  00 

Drawn  on  October  vouchers 45  00 

Balance.. 1— 1,410  00 


$1,500  00  $1,500  00 


STATEMENT 

Showing  Lapsed  Balances  for  the  forty-third  fiscal  year. 

Big  Tree  appropriation 

Traveling  Fund 

Total — 


STATEMENT 

Showing  condition  of  Yosemite  Fund  for  the  forty-fourth  fiscal  year. 

1892— July  1— Balance $193  79 

July  7— By  payment 779  00 

Oct.  8 — By  payment 514  10 

1892— July  12— Drawn  on  May  vouchers.. $431  80 

July  14 — Drawn  on  June  vouchers ; 458  00 

Balance. 597  09 
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OFFICIAL  ACTS  RELATING  TO  THE  YOSEMITE  LAND  GRANT 


A resume  of  previous  reports  shows  that  Congress  passed  an  Act 
authorizing  a grant  to  the  State  of  California  of  the  “ Yosemite  Valley  ’’ 
and  the  land  embracing  the  “ Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove,”  and  that  said 
Act  was  approved  on  the  30th  of  June,  1864,  and  is  as  follows: 

Section  1.  That  there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  granted  to  the  State  of  California,  the 
“cleft''  or  “gorge"  in  the  Granite  Peak  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  situated  in 
the  county  of  Mariposa,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  and  the  headwaters  of  the  Merced  River, 
and  known  as  the  Yosemite  Valley,  with  its  branches  and  spurs,  in  estimated  length, 
fifteen  miles,  and  in  average  width'  one  mile  back  from  the  main  edge  of  the  precipice 
on  each  side  of  the  valley;  with  the  stipulation,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  State  shall 
accept  this  grant  upon  the  express  conditions  that  the  premises  shall  be  held  for  public 
use,  resort,  and  recreation,  and  shall  be  inalienable  for  all  time;  but  leases,  not  extend- 
ing more  than  ten  years,  may  be  granted  for  portions  of  said  premises.  All  incomes 
derived  from  leases  of  privileges  to  be  expended  in  the  preservation  and  improvement 
of  the  property  or  the  roads  leading  thereto.  The  boundaries  to  be  established  at  the 
cost  of  said  State,  by  the  United  States  Surveyor-General  of  California,  whose  official 
plat,  when  affirmed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  shall  constitute 
the  evidence  of  the  locus,  extent,  and  limits  of  said  cleft  or  gorge;  the  premises  to  be 
managed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  with  eight  other  C’omrtiissioners,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Executive  of  California,  and  who  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their  services. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  there  shall  likewise  be,  and  there  is  hereby 
granted  to  the  State  of  California  the  tracts  embracing  what  is  known  as  “ Mariposa 
Big  Tree  Grove  ; ” not  to  exceed  the  area  of  four  sections,  and  to  be  taken  in  legal  sub- 
divisions of  one  quarter  section  each,  with  the  like  stipulation  as  expressed  in  the  first 
section  of  this  Act,  as  to  the  State's  acceptance,  with  like  conditions  as  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  Act,  as  to  inalienability,  yet  with  the  same  lease  privilege;  the  income  to  be 
expended  in  the  preservation,  improvement,  and  protection  of  the  property;  the  premises 
to  be  managed  by  Commissioners,  as  stipulated  in  the  first  section  of  this  Act.  and  to  be 
taken  in  legal  subdivision  as  aforesaid;  and  the  official  plat  of  the  United  States  Sur- 
veyor-General, when  affirmed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  be  the 
evidence  of  the  locus  of  said  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove. 

[Chapter  CLXXXIV  of  the  Statutes  at  Large,  passed  at  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  session 


As  soon  as  possible  after  the  news  of  the  passage  of  the  above  Act  was 
received  in  California,  F.  F.  Low,  then  Governor,  issued  the  following: 

PROCLAMATION. 

State  of  California,  Executive  Department,  i 
Sacramento,  September  28, 1864.  f 

Whereas,  The  tTnited  States,  hy  an  Act  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  thirtv-eighth 
Congress,  has  granted  to  this  State  the  territory  comprising  the  “Yosemite  Valley  and 
the  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove,”  to  be  held  and  used  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said 
Act;  and  whereas,  it  is  also  provided  in  the  Act,  that  the  management  and  control  of 
the  tracts  of  land  shall  be  confided  to  a Board  of  Commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor; 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Frederick  F.  Low,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested,  have  appointed  Fred.  Law  Olmsted, 
Professor  J.  D.  Whitney,  William  Ashbumer,  I.  W.  Raymond,  E.  S.  Holden,  Alexander 
Deering,  George  W.  Coulter,  and  Galen  Clark  said  Commissioners,  to  whom  is  confided 
the  management  of  the  aforesaid  tracts  of  land.  And  I hereby  warn  and  command  all 
persons  to  desist  from  trespassing  or  settling  upon  said  territory,  and  from  cutting  tim- 
ber or  doing  any  unlawful  acts  within  the  limits  of  said  grant. 

All  propositions  for  the  improvement  of  the  aforesaid  tracts  of  land,  or  for  leases, 
should  be  made  to  the  Commissioners,  through  Fred.  Law  Olmsted,  Bear  Valley,  Mari- 
posa County. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  great  seal  of  the 
State  of  California  to  be  affixed,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  1864. 

[l.  s.]  FRED’K  F.  LOW, 

Governor  of  California. 

Attest:  B.  B.  Redding,  Secretary  of  State. 

By  F.  W.  Redding,  Deputy. 
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The  surveys  necessary  to  establish  “ the  locus,  extent,  and  limits  ” of 
the  Yosemite  Valley  and  the  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove,  as  required  by 
the  Act  of  Congress,  were  made  in  the  autumn  of  1864,  by  order  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  above  proclamation,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  James  T.  Gardner,  who  was  appointed  United  States  Deputy 
Surveyor  for  that  purpose. 

The  official  plat  of  this  work  was  forwarded  by  the  Surveyor-General 
of  California  to  Washington,  and  accepted  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office. 

Before,  however,  the  Yosemite  Valley  and  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove 
could  become  the  property  of  the  State,  it  was  necessary  that  the  grant 
made  by  Congress  should  be  accepted  by  the  State  Legislature.  This 
was  done  during  the  session  of  1865-6,  when  the  following  Act  was 
passed: 

An  Act  to  accept  the  Grant  by  the  United  States  Government  to  the  State  of  California  of  the 
Yosemite  Valley  and  Big  Tree  Grove,  and  to  organize  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and 
to  fully  empower  them  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  grant,  and  fulfill  the  purposes  of 
the  trust. 

[Approved  April  2, 1866.] 

Wheeeas,  By  an  Act  of  Congress,  entitled  an  Act  authorizing  a grant  to  the  State  of 
California  of  the  Yosemite  Valley,  and  of  the  land  embracing  the  Mariposa  Big  Tree 
Grove,  approved  June  thirtieth,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  there  was  granted 
to  the  State  of  California  in  the  terms  of  said  Act  said  valley  and  the  lands  embracing 
said  grove,  upon  certain  conditions  and  stipulations  therein  expressed;  now,  therefore, 

The  People  of  the  State  of  California,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  L The  State  of  California  does  hereby  accept  said  grant  upon  the  conditions, 
reservations,  and  stipulations  contained  in  said  Act  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor,  and  the  eight  other  Commissioners,  Frederick  Law  Olmsted, 
Prof.  J.  D.  Whitney,  William  Ashburner,  I.  W.  Raymond,  E.  S.  Holden,  Alexander 
Deering,  Geo.  W.  Coulter,  and  Galen  Clark,  appointed  by  him  on  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  said 
Act,  are  hereby  constituted  a Board  to  manage  said  premises,  and  any  vacancy  occurring 
therein  from  death,  removal,  or  any  cause,  shall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Governor.  They  shall  be  known  in  law  as  “The  Commissioners  to  Manage  the  Yosemite 
Valley  and  the  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove,”  and  by  such  name  they  and  their  successors 
may  sue  and  be  sued,  and  shall  have  full  power  to  manage  and  administer  the  grant 
made  and  the  trust  created  by  said  Act  of  Congress,  and  shall  have  full  power  to  make 
and  adopt  all  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  for  their  own  government  and  the  govern- 
ment, improvement,  and  preservation  of  said  premises,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State,  or  of  said  Act  making  the  grant,  or  of  any 
law  of  Congress,  or  of  the  Legislature.  They  shall  hold  their  first  meeting  at  the  time 
and  place  to  be  specified  by  the  Governor,  and  thereafter  as  their  own  rules  shallprescribe, 
and  a majority  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  They  shall 
elect  a President  and  a Secretary,  and  any  other  officers  from  their  number,  as  their  rules 
may  prescribe. 

Sec.  3.  None  of  the  said  Commissioners  shall  receive  any  compensation  for  their 
services  as  such.  They  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a ‘Guardian,  either  of  their 
number  or  not,  of  said  premises,  removable  at  their  pleasure,  to  perform  such  duties  as 
they  may  prescribe,  and  to  receive  such  compensation  as  they  may  fix,  not  to  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  4.  The  Commissioners  shall  make  a full  report  of  the  condition  of  said  premises, 
and  of  their  acts  under  this  law,  and  of  their  expenditures,  through  the  Governor,  to  the 
Legislature,  at  every  regular  session  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  The  State  Geologist  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  further  explorations  on 
the  said  tract,  and  in  the  adjoining  regions  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  prepare  a full  description  and  accurate  statistical  report  of 
the  same,  and  the  same  shall  be  published  in  connection  with  the  reports  of  the  Geolog- 
ical Survey. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  willfully  to  commit  any  trespass  whatever 
upon  said  premises,  cut  down  or  carry  off  any  wood,  underwood,  tree,  or  timber,  or  girdle 
or  otherwise  injure  any  tree  or  timber,  or  deface  or  injure  any  natural  object,  or  set  fire 
to  any  wood  or  grass  upon  said  premises,  or  destroy  or  injure  any  bridge  or  structure  of 
any  kind,  or  other  improvement  that  is,  or  may  be,  placed  thereon.  Any  person  com- 
mitting either  or  any  of  said  acts,  without  the  express  permission  of  said  Commissioners, 
through  said  Guardian,  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall 
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be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the 
county  jail  not  exceeding  six  months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Sec."  7.  The  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  eighteenth 
and  nineteenth  fiscal  years,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  pay  said  Guardian  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Commissioners,  and  to  be 
expended  under  the  supervision  of  said  Commissioners;  provided , that  not  more  than 
one  half  of  said  sum  shall  be  expended  during  the  eighteenth  fiscal  year. 

Sec.  8.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

[ Chapter  DXXXVI  of  the  Statutes  of  California,  passed  at  the  sixteenth  session  of  the 
Legislature,  1865-6.] 

Sections  3584  to  3586  of  the  Political  Code  confirm  the  appointment 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  reenact  all  that  relates  to  their  powers  con- 
tained in  the  above  cited  Act  of  the  Legislature. 

In  1866,  Mr.  F.  L.  Olmsted,  one  of  the  Commissioners  originally 
appointed  by  Governor  Low,  resigned  after  returning  from  the  East, 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Cleaveland,  of  San  Francisco,  was  appointed.  Mr. 
Alexander  Deering  resigned  in  1873,  on  being  elected  to  the  office  of 
District  Judge,  and  Mr.  Edgar  Mills,  of  Sacramento,  was  appointed. 
In  1875,  Mr.  George  W.  Coulter  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  P. 
D.  Wigginton,  of  Merced,  who  in  his  turn  resigned  after  being  elected 
to  Congress,  and  his  place  on  the  Board  was  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Madden,  of  San  Francisco.  Since  then  there  have 
been  a good  many  vacancies  caused  either  by  deaths,  resignations,  or 
expirations  of  terms  of  office,  which  need  not  be  further  touched  upon 
here. 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 


i. 

No  person  shall  reside  or  transact  business  within  the  Yosemite  Valley 
and  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grant,  without  written  permission  from  the  Com- 
missioners. 

II. 

No  application  for  residence  or  privilege  to  transact  business  within 
the  Valley  or  Grove  shall  be  considered  if  the  applicant  be  in  arrears  to 
the  Commission.  Applicants  must  be  in  good  standing. 

III. 

Any  person  having  permission  to  reside  and  transact  business  within 
the  Valley  or  Grove,  who  shall  transfer  or  sublet  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  premises  or  business  in  said  permit  without  the  written  consent 
of  the  Commission,  shall,  ipso  facto,  forfeit  the  same. 

IV. 

The  Guardian  shall  report  to  the  Executive  Committee  all  parties 
residing  or  transacting  business  within  the  Grant  without  permission, 
and  shall  cause  the  discontinuance  of  such  residence  or  business. 

V. 

No  person  residing  or  transacting  business  within  the  Grant  shall 
retain  in  his  or  her  employ  any  person  who  is  detrimental  to  good  order 
or  morals. 

VI. 

Upon  complaint  to  the  Commission,  made  by  the  Guardian,  against 
any  person  specified  in  Rule  V,  the  employer  of  such  objectionable  person 
shall  be  notified  of  the  facts,  and  the  employ^  must  be  dismissed. 

VII. 

Any  employer  neglecting  or  refusing  to  dismiss  such  objectionable 
employe,  shall  thereby  forfeit  his  permission  to  reside  or  transact  busi- 
ness within  the  Grant. 

VIII. 

No  person  shall  be  employed  as  guide  who  is  not  of  good  moral  char- 
acter, and  approved  by  the  Guardian. 

IX. 

The  Guardian  shall,  upon  complaint  of  any  tourist  or  visitor, . of  the 
conduct  or  behavior  of  a guide,  inquire  into  the  cause,  and  advise  the 
complainant  of  the  result,  enforcing  Rule  V if  necessary. 
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X. 

The  Guardian  is  empowered  to  suspend  a guide  from  his  privilege 
during  the  investigation  of  charges  preferred  against  said  guide.  If  the 
guide  be  found  in  fault,  he  shall  he  dismissed,  in  accordance  with  Rule  V. 

XI. 

The  Guardian  shall  inspect  all  horses,  their  trappings,  and  all  vehi- 
cles used  for  hire;  and  if  any  such  horses,  trappings,  or  vehicles  shall 
by  him  be  deemed  unsuitable  or  unsafe,  he  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
removed  at  once  from  the  Valley  or  Grove. 

XII. 

Any  person  offering  for  hire,  or  otherwise,  any  horse,  trapping,  or 
vehicle,  or  refusing  or  neglecting  to  remove  the  same  from  the  grant 
after  the  Guardian  shall  have  condemned  the  same,  shall  forfeit  his 
privilege  to  reside  or  transact  business  within  the  grant. 


The  Guardian  shall  direct  campers  to  the  grounds  set  apart  for  their 
use  while  within  the  grant,  and  shall  establish  such  rules  as  will  con- 
tribute to  their  comfort. 

XIV. 

No  camp  fires  shall  be  permitted  within  the  grant  of  either  Valley  or 
Grove  without  the  express  permission  of  the  Guardian. 

XV. 

The  Guardian  shall  promptly  cause  the  arrest  of  any  person  violating 
Rule  XIV,  and  prosecute  the  offender  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  under 
Section  6 of  the  Act  of  April  2,  1866,  as  found  elsewhere  in  this  book. 

XVI. 

No  trees  shall  be  cut  or  injured,  or  any  natural  object  defaced. 

XVII. 

The  discharge  of  firearms,  either  in  the  Valley  or  Grove,  is  strictly 
prohibited. 

XVIII. 

No  horses,  cattle,  or  stock  of  any  kind  shall  be  allowed  to  run  at  large 
within  the  grant,  except  under  permission  given  in  writing  to  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof. 

XIX. 

Campers  and  all  others,  save  those  holding  license  from  the  Commis- 
sion, are  prohibited  from  hiring  their  horses,  trappings,  or  vehicles  to 
tourists  or  visitors  within  the  grant. 


XX. 

Stages  entering  the  Valley  shall  stop  at  each  hotel  in  the  order  of 
location,  that  passengers  may  exercise  the  right  of  selection. 
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XXI. 


Rates  of  charges  at  hotels,  and  also  for  horses,  trappings,  or  vehicles, 
or  for  provender,  as  published  by  the  Commission  from  time  to  time, 
must  not  be  exceeded,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  privilege  to  keep  hotel, 
to  conduct  the  livery  business,  or  to  sell  provender. 

XXII. 

The  Guardian  shall  notify  the  managers  of  hotels  of  any  action  of 
the  Commission  forbidding  any  objectionable  person  from  residing  or 
transacting  business  in  the  Valley  or  Grove. 

XXIII. 

The  Guardian  shall,  from  time  to  time,  enter  all  tenements,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  sanitary  conditions,  and  of  examining  the  prop- 
erty in  pursuance  of  his  official  duties. 

XXIV. 

No  buildings  or  improvements  of  any  kind  shall  be  erected,  or  made 
upon  the  grant,  without  written  authority  from  the  Commission. 

XXV. 

All  buildings  and  improvements  of  every  kind  erected,  or  made  upon 
the  grant,  belong  to  the  grant,  and  shall  be  so  recognized  and  treated. 

XXVI. 

No  person  shall  drive  or  fide  faster  than  a walk  over  any  of  the  bridges 

XXVII. 

The  Guardian  shall  exercise  general  police  supervision  in  the  Valley 
and  Grove,  and  shall  forbid  and  prevent  all  acts  that  tend  t.o  a breach 
of  the  peace  or  the  discomfort  of  visitors,  or  the  injury  or  destruction  of 


All  action  of  the  Guardian  shall  be  in  response  to  orders  communi- 
cated to  him  by  the  Executive  Committee.  He  shall  make  no  purchases, 
nor  shall  he  incur  any  liability  without  specific  authority.  And  he  must 
refer  all  questions  of  policy  touching  the  management  of  the  trust  to 
the  Executive  Committee  for  its  decision.  He  must  promptly  remit  all 
collections  to  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  is  especially  forbidden 
to  disburse  any  funds  of  the  Commission,  unless  directed  so  to  do  by  the 
Executive  Committee.  His  vouchers  must  be  full  and  self-explanatory, 
and  must  be  taken  by  him  in  triplicates;  one  of  them  to  be  retained  in 
his  office  in  the  Valley,  and  the  other  two  transmitted  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer.  His.  accounts,  covering  the  month  last  past,  shall  be 
made  up  and  forwarded  to  the  Executive  Committee  on  the  first  of  each 
month.  He  shall  also  transmit  to  the  committee  his  estimate  of  material 
and  supplies  necessary,  and  await  the  approval  of  the  same  before  pur- 
chasing. No  standing  timber  shall  be  cut  without  special  authority  from 
the  Executive  Committee. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS. 


Article  I. 

The  principal  place  of  business  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  Yosemite 
Valley,  but  the  Executive  Committee  shall  have  an  office  in  the  city  of 
San  Francisco. 

Article  II. 

The  President  of  the  Board  is  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

Article  III. 

The  other  officers  of  the  Commission  shall  be  a Vice-President,  and  a 
Secretary,  who  shall  also  be  the  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee 
of  three  Commissioners,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year. 

Article  IV. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Board,  and  to  perform  such,  other  duties  as  properly  appertain,  by  usage, 
to  the  office  of  President. 


Article  V. 

In  case  of  the  absence  of  the  President,  or  of  his  inability  to  serve, 
the  Vice-President  shall  perform  his  duties. 

Article  VI. 

Section  1.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a record  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Commission  in  proper  books,  to  be  provided  for  that  propose;  shall 
conduct  the  correspondence  of , the  Commission,  making  letter-press 
copies  of  all  official  letters  written  by  him,  and  preserving  and  properly 
filing  all  communications  which  he  may  receive  as  Secretary  of  the 
Commission,  or  which  may  appertain  to  its  business,  and  shall  exhibit 
the  same,  and  give  an  account  of  his  correspondence  whenever  required 
so  to  do  either  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  or  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee; and  during  business  hours  the  same  shall  be  open  to  examination 
by  any  individual  Commissioner.  He  shall  also  keep  a record,  in  the 
minute  book,  of  all  votes  obtained  by  correspondence,  and  votes  given 
by  Commissioners  in  that  way  shall  have  the  same  effect  as  though  cast 
in  general  meeting.  He  shall  also  officially  attend  all  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  performing  such  clerical  duties  as  may  be  required 
of  him. 

Sec.  2.  As  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  a 
record  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Board,  covering  a circumstan- 
tial account  of  all  sources  of  revenue,  including  appropriations  made  by 
the  State  of  California,  and  of  disbursements  from  the  same. 
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It  shall  be  his  duty  to  receive  all  moneys  on  behalf  of  the  Commission, 
making  proper  record  of  each  several  items,  and  to  transmit  all  moneys 
received  for  account  of  rents,  privileges,  or  any  other  source,  to  the  State 
Treasury,  in  accordance  with  law. 

He  shall  make  up  vouchers,  from  the  monthly  reports  of  the  Guardian, 
of  his  liabilities  for  wages  of  laborers  employed  in  Yosemite  Valley  and 
in  the  Mariposa  Big  Tree  Grove,  and  also  for  supplies  and  material 
purchased  by  him  from  month  to  month;  and  upon  said  vouchers  being 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee,  to  transmit  the  same  to  the 
State  Controller  for  payment.  Said  vouchers  shall  be  made  payable  to 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  the  better 
to  enable  him  to  keep  a correct  account  of  all  disbursements;  and  he 
shall,  upon  receipt  of  the  Controller’s  warrant,  immediately  apply  the 
proceeds  of  said  warrant  to  the  payment  of  the  various  sums  to  the 
several  claimants  covered  by  such  warrant. 

His  account  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  shall  be  explicit  and 
full;  and  whenever  legally  called  upon  to  do  so,  shall  deliver  up  all 
moneys,  books,  papers,  and  other  property  of  the  Commission  in  his 
hands,  to  his  successor  in  office,  or  to  such  other  person  as  may  be 
designated  by  the  Board  to  receive  the  same. 

He  shall  obey  the  orders  of  the  Board,  rendering  3uch  services  as  may 
be  required  of  him  relating  to  the  treasury,  and  shall  at  all  times  during 
business  hours  open  his  books,  and  exhibit  his  papers  to  any  individual 
Commissioner  upon  request. 

Article  VII. 

Section  1 . The  Executive  Committee  shall,  in  addition  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  usual  duties  of  such  a body,  also  act  as  a Committee  on 
Finance,  having  the  oversight  and  control,  subordinate  to  any  special 
orders  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  of  all  sources  of  revenue  and  of 
expenditures  of  money.  It  shall  approve  all  bills  before  they  are  paid; 
and  no  payments  shall  be  made  by  the  Treasurer,  except  on  vouchers 
countersigned  by  at  least  two  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2.  The  "Executive  Committee,  as  nearly  as  possible  carrying  out 
the  wishes  of  the  Board,  shall  issue  all  instructions  to  the  Guardian;  and 
it  shall  receive  applications  for  leases,  and  for  rights  and  privileges,  with 
power  to  act  on  the  same,  subject  to  review  by  the  Board  at  its  first 
meeting. 

Sec.  3.  Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Executive  Committee,  any 
question  of  special  gravity  arises,  it  may,  through  the  Secretary,  submit 
such  question  to  the  members  of  the  Board  for  their  votes  severally 
thereon;  and  the  result  of  action  so  had  shall  have  the  force  of  a vote 
taken  at  a general  meeting.  And  such  action  is  compulsory  upon  the 
Executive  Committee,  when  request  therefor  in  writing  is  made  by  any 
member  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Sec.  4.  The  Executive  Committee,  when  unanimously  agreed  as  to 
the  necessity  or  propriety  of  such  action,  may  call  a special  meeting  of 
the  Commissioners,  to  be  held  in  the  Yosemite  Valley,  or  in  Sacramento 
or  San  Francisco;  and  it  shall  be  its  duty  to  make  such  call,  upon 
written  request  of  three  members  of  the  Board  not  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  make  a 
full  report  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  of  all  business  trans- 
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acted  by  it  during  the  past  year;  and  biennially,  during  the  month  of 
November,  to  prepare  a report,  which,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  through  the 
Governor;  said  report  to  cover  an  account  of  the  administration  of  its 
trust  by  the  Board,  for  a period  of  two  years,  showing  in  detail  the 
manner  in  which  the  revenues  of  the  Valley  and  Grove,  and  the  appro- 
priations of  the  State,  have  been  expended,  together  with  the  present 
conditions  of  the  trust  and  its  needs. 

Sec.  6.  The  Executive  Committee  is  empowered  to  issue  residence 
and  business  permits  that  shall  entitle  the  holder  thereof  to  reside  and 
transact  business  in  the  Valley  and  Grove.  The  committee  may  adopt 
the  form  of  such  permits. 

Permits  shall  not  be  issued  for  a longer  term  than  one  year,  and  may 
be  issued  from  year  to  year,  or  from  month  to  month.  They  shall  recite 
the  name  and  business  of  the  holder,  and  shall  specify  the  tenement  or 
locality  assigned  for  occupancy. 

Permits  shall  be  revoked  upon  a violation  of  any  of  the  rules  of  the 
Commission,  or  at  any  time,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Permits  shall  be  issued  only  to  persons  of  good  moral  character,  upon 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  signed  by  both 
the  Chairman  and  the  Secretary  of  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  establish  the  rates  to  be 
charged  by  hotels;  the  rates  for  carriage  and  horse  hire;  the  rates  for 
the  sale  of  provender;  and,  generally,  shall  regulate  the  prices  to  be 
charged  by  all  persons  transacting  business  in  the  Valley  and  Grove. 

Sec.  8.  A wise  discretion  is  reposed  in  the  Executive  Committee, 
unanimously  expressed,  as  to  the  rigid  enforcement  of  any  or  all  rules 
and  regulations  governing  the  Valley  and  Grove. 

Article  VTH. 

In  case  of  a vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the  State,  or 
by  any  other  inability  to  serve,  on  the  part  of  the  Vice-President,  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer,  or  any  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the 
President  shall  appoint  some  one  to  the  place. 

Article  IX. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  prepare  and  pre- 
sent an  order  of  business  for  guidance  of  the  Board  at  each  meeting. 
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YOSEMITE  VALLEY  AND  MARIPOSA  BIG  TREE  GROVE. 


This  trust,  created  by  Act  of  Congress  on  the  30th  of  June,  1864,  has 
since  been  managed  by  the  following  Commissioners,  the  Presidents  of 
the  Board  successively  heading  the  list: 


presidents: 


Governor  F.  F. 

NEWTON  BOOTH. 
Governor  IlOMUALDO  PACHECO. 
WILLIAM  IRWIN. 


Governor  GEORGE  C.  PERKINS. 
Governor  GEORGE  STONEMAN. 
Governor  WASHINGTON  BARTLETT. 
Governor  R.  W.  WATERMAN. 
Governor  H.  H.  MARKHAM. 


LOW. 

. HAIGHT. 


Governor 

Governor 


Governor 


Fred.  Law  Olmsted. 

J.  D.  Whitney. 

William  Ashburner. 

I.  W.  Raymond. 

E.  S.  Holden. 
Alexander  Deering. 
George  W.  Coulter. 
Galen  Clark. 

Henry  W.  Cleaveland. 
Wm.  C.  Priest. 

Edgar  Mills. 

P.  D.  Wigginton. 
Thomas  P.  Madden. 

F.  M.  Pixley. 

Jno.  P.  Irish. 

Jos.  G.  Eastland. 
George  B.  Sperry. 
Charles  G.  Clinch. 
Henry  K.  Field. 


Wm.  H.  Mills. 

I.  W.  Taber. 

M.  C.  Briggs. 

J.  P.  Jackson. 
George  S.  Ladd. 

A.  J.  Meany. 

.Tames  L.  Sperry. 
Charles  L.  Weller. 
J.  M.  Griffith. 

J.  H.  O’Brien. 
Jonathan  Mentzer. 
E.  W.  Chapman. 
William  B.  May. 
George  G.  Goucher. 
Ben.  C.  Truman. 

M.  H.  Hecht. 

John  F.  Kidder. 

T.  S.  C.  Lowe. 


S A N FRA M CISCO" 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY" 


